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Selecting the correct version for your device 
Data On The Run 5 is available for Windows Mobile 2003/SE and Windows Mobile 5 Pocket PC’s, and 

Windows Mobile 5 Smartphones.   For assistance in choosing the correct version for your device, please 

visit http://www.biomobility.com/selectyourdevice.htm.  

Installing the software 
After downloading the correct version for your device (see above), double click on the downloaded file 

from your desktop computer while your device is connected to your computer via the cradle or sync 

cable.  Then follow the prompts.  The installer includes Microsoft’s Compact Framework 2 SP1 (required 

for Data On The Run 5), Data On The Run for your mobile device, and Data On The Run Synchronization 

Manager.  Data On The Run Synchronization Manager is required if you wish to synchronize the device 

with Access files on your desktop or network. 

Converting an Access file for use on your device 
Data On The Run Synchronization can synchronize with Access 2007 and earlier database files.  After 

installing the software, with your device connected, launch Data On The Run Synchronization Manager 

on your desktop (Start – Programs – Data On The Run Synchronization).   Then choose the button 

“Select a desktop Access file to Synchronize”.  Browse to your file, and click “Open”.    If a storage card is 

detected on your device you will be asked if you wish to store your database file on the storage card or 

in main memory.   You will also be given a choice as to which tables you would like to synchronize from 

the Access file you have selected, and whether or not you wish to password protect the file on the 

device.  The file will then be converted to a Data On The Run file and copied to the mobile device. 

http://www.biomobility.com/selectyourdevice.htm


 

Figure 1 - Data On The Run Synchronization Manager 

 

Creating a new database file on your device 
When you launch the program on your mobile device you will see a list of database files available on 

your device.  To create a new file, click the new button and give your file a name.  To get back to this 

screen to select another file or create a new file once you have opened a file, choose “Menu – File – 

Open” from the program menu.   You can also delete or rename files from this screen.  On the Pocket 

PC, tap and hold over the file name.  On the Smartphone choose “Menu” and then the appropriate 

option from the menu. 

 

Converting and synchronizing a device file into an Access file 
With your device connected, launch Data On The Run synchronization manager on your desktop 

computer (Start – Programs – Data On The Run Synchronization).  Then choose the button “Select a 

device file to Synchronize”.   You will be shown a list of the Data On The Run files found on your device.  

Select a file and click OK.  Then choose where you would like for the desktop Access file to be located, 

and click “Save”.    The file will be converted to an Access file on your desktop, and will then be added to 



the list of files to be synchronized when you click the Synchronize Now button.  Once you have set up 

synchronization, all you need to do is click “Synchronize Now” in Data On The Run Synchronization 

Manager with your device connected when you want to synchronize. 

 

Creating a new table on your device 
After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose “Menu – View – Tables” and then the New 

button.   Choose a name for your table and click “Done”.  Then choose the types of fields you want in 

your table, and the field names.  A field named ID with type “integer primary key” is shown as the first 

field by default.   When you have your fields the way you want them, choose the “Done” button. 

 

Figure 2 - Table Creator (Pocket PC) 

Opening an existing table on the device 
After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose “Menu – View – Tables” and you will see a 

list of the tables available in your file.  You can either tap on the file (Pocket PC) or use the up/down 

control on your device followed by the Action key to open the table. 

 

Viewing and editing your data on the device 
Data On The Run provides a Form (one record at a time) and List view for you.  You can choose your 

view by selecting “Menu – View – Form” or “Menu – View – List”.  You can navigate through your 



records using the navigation pad on your device, the on screen buttons (Pocket PC only) or by using the 

“Menu – Go To” menu option. 

 

Figure 3 - Form View (Smartphone) 

 

Zooming In 
To see more data in large fields, use the Zoom feature.  Click on the magnifying glass icon beside your 

field (Pocket PC) or use the Action button to bring up the Zoom window. 

 

Figure 4 - Zoom Window (Pocket PC) 



Searching/Querying your data 
After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose “Menu – View – Queries” and then click 

the New button.   Fill in the appropriate boxes with the table and field you wish to search, the type of 

search (i.e. contains, is equal to, etc.), and what it is you are searching for.   If you wish to search for data 

across all fields choose “**Any Field**” from the Field menu.  Click the “Done” button.  For more 

advanced queries, instead of choosing the “Done” button, you can choose the “Menu” button and add 

additional criteria by selecting “And…”, “Or…”, or “Sort Results By…”. 

 

 

Figure 5 - Creating a Query (Smartphone) 

Search Parameters 
If you want to save a query, but each time you run the query you would like to be prompted for what to 

search for, use a search parameter.   After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose 

“Menu – View – Queries” and then click the New button.  Fill in the table and field, and type of search.  

Then choose “Menu – Insert Search Parameter”.  You will be asked to name your search parameter; 

then choose “Done”.  Then save the query.  The next time you run that query you will be shown a 

prompt asking you for what to search for.    If you prefer to enter your search parameters manually, use 

the @ symbol, followed by what you want the prompt for input to read; for example: 

SELECT * FROM [MyTable] WHERE [Field1] = @MyFirstPrompt AND [Field2] = @MySecondPrompt 

Your prompts cannot contain any spaces. 

Searching by entering SQL commands 
Advanced users may wish to enter their own SQL commands.   After you have opened or created a file 

on the device, choose “Menu – SQL – Enter SQL Statement” and enter your SQL.  Data On The Run 5 is 



built around SQLite.  A reference for supported syntax for SQLite can be found at 

http://www.sqlite.org/lang.html. 

 

Advanced SQL 
Many features are available without needing to type in SQL commands.  But there are some instances 

where you may wish to use SQL.  Here are some examples: 
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Search for a NULL value? 

The following SQL will search a table called “My Table” for records where the field “My Field” is null: 

SELECT * FROM [My Table] WHERE [My Field] IS NULL 

 

Insert a calculated field? 

The following SQL will select all fields, and also add a together the fields “My Field 1” and “My Field 2” 

from each record and present them as a field called “MyCalculatedField”: 

SELECT *, ([My Field 1] + [My Field 2]) AS MyCalculatedField FROM [My Table] 

 

Tally the sum of values in all records? 

The following SQL will compute the sum of all of the values in the field “My Field”: 

SELECT SUM([My Field]) FROM [My Table] 

 

Search for dates? 

The easiest way to search for dates is to use the Query function in Data On The Run.  But you can also 

use SQL.  Date fields are stored as text, in the format “yyyy - MM- dd HH:mm:ss.fffffffò.  Because 

the dates are stored as strings, to find all dates that are in a certain year, you can query for dates that 

begin with a certain year.  To find records in a table called “My Table” where the dates in “My Field” 

were in 2007, use: 

{9[9/¢ ϝ Cwha ώaȅ ¢ŀōƭŜϐ ²I9w9 ώaȅ CƛŜƭŘϐ [LY9 Ψнллт҈Ω 

 

Join two tables? 

http://www.sqlite.org/lang.html


The JOIN syntax looks something like this: 

SELECT field1, field2, field3 FROM first_table JOIN second_table ON first.table.keyfield = 

second_table.keyfield 

There are many references on the web on how to perform a JOIN, and different kinds of joins you can 

perform (INNER JOIN, LEFT JOIN, etc.).  Here is one example of a site that explains about joins: 

http://www.w3schools.com/sql/sql_join.asp 

 

Do advanced date searches? 

Thanks to user Bill who submitted this tip: 

An example of searching a range of dates from the current date, e.g. + or - 15 days from today: 

WHERE [DateField] > DATE('NOW', '-15 days') AND [DateField] < DATE('NOW', '+15 days') 

 

Using  drop down lists 
You may wish to use drop down lists to make data entry easier.  You can fill drop down lists with 

common text you might use for a particular field.  From Form view, choose “Menu – Drop Down 

Wizard”.  You can select the table and field you wish to have drop down choices for, and also the table 

and field you wish to use to fill the drop down choices.  Or, you can type in the items you want for drop 

down choices, separated by a  semicolon (;).  Advanced users can specify the SQL statement used to fill 

the drop down list; from the Drop Down Wizard screen choose “Menu – Advanced – Enter SQL for Drop 

Down”. 

http://www.w3schools.com/sql/sql_join.asp


 

Figure 6 - Drop Down Lists (Pocket PC) 

Password protection and encryption 
After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose “Menu – File – Change Password”.  You 

can enter a password to password protect the currently opened file.  If you have set a password and 

wish to remove it, leave the password box blank and click “Done”.   Encrypting large files may take 

several minutes. 

 

The SQL Menu 
To save the current SQL as a Query, choose “Menu – SQL – Save Current SQL as Query”.  This will save 

the current SQL in your query list.  You can also choose to edit the current SQL and reapply it by 

choosing “Menu – SQL – Edit current SQL and reapply”.   If a sort or query is applied and you wish to 

remove it, you can do so by choosing “Menu – SQL” and then the appropriate option.  Finally, if you wish 

to have a particular SQL statement used by default whenever you open a table, choose “Menu – SQL – 

Use Current SQL as Table Default”. 

 

The Field Menu 
From either Form or List view, with a file opened, choose “Menu – Field”.  The options here are to 

search the currently selected field (“Search Field For”), Set Up Relational Information (see below), 

Remove Relational Information, Set Up Drop Down Choices, Remove Drop Down Choices, Sort By This 

Field Ascending, and Sort By This Field Descending”.   



 

Relational Information 
If you have a value in your table that corresponds to a record in another table, you can tell Data On The 

Run that these two fields are related to one another.  This feature lets you quickly view the matching 

records in the other table.   From either Form or List view, highlight the field you wish to relate and 

choose “Menu – Field – Set Up Relational Information”.    Then select the table and field that the current 

field corresponds to.   Once this is set up, the related fields will show with a blue circle/white arrow icon 

beside them, and when you select that field and use the Action button on your device, it will bring up a 

list of all the matching records in the other table.  In addition, advanced users may wish to perform a 

“join” between two tables; more information about supported joins can be found in the SQLite 

reference at http://www.sqlite.org/lang.html.   

 

Figure 7- The Relation Icon 

 

Sorting records 
After you have opened or created a file on the device, choose “Menu – Sort” and select how you want to 

sort the records.  If you always want the records sorted this way, after performing the Sort choose 

“Menu – SQL – Use Current SQL as Table Default”. 

 

Options 
Lowest Allowed ID – this is the smallest number that can be assigned to a new record on the device.   

For example, if you choose “1000” then all new records added will be assigned an ID number of at least 

http://www.sqlite.org/lang.html


1000.   This can be useful if you are adding new records on multiple devices between synchronizations 

and you want to make sure the different devices do not assign the same ID to new records. 

List View Records Per Page -  the number of records shown at a time in List view.  This is the number of 

records that are contained within a “Recordset” (see “Recordsets” below). 

Form Field Name Width – how wide the field name labels are in Form view. 

Font Size – size of fonts in Form and List view. 

Form is Default View – automatically opens Form view instead of List view when you open a new table. 

Auto Open Last File– automatically opens Form the last file you used when you start the program. 

 

Figure 8 - The Options Screen (Smartphone) 

 

Recordsets 
You can specify how many records you see at a time in List view in the Options screen.  The default is 

500 records.  To get to the next set of records choose “Menu – Go To – Next Recordset”. 

 

Indexing 
Data On The Run allows you to “Index” fields in your database.  This can dramatically improve 

performance with certain types of searches and sorts.  You can add an index by choosing “Menu” 

“Indexes”, then click “New”.  Select the table and field you wish to add an index to, and click “Done”.  

Please note that indexing does not seem to improve performance of “Contains” type queries, but can 

dramatically improve performance with “Is Equal To” type queries. 

 



CSV Import 
To import a CSV file simply open the file from the File – Open menu in Data On The Run, or select the file 

using File Explorer on your device.  The data will be used to create a new Data On The Run file with your 

csv data in it. 

Registering the Software 
You can purchase a registration code from www.biomobility.com/purchase.htm.  After purchase you will 

receive your registration code immediately via e-mail.  You can then choose “Menu – Options” and 

“Click Here to Register” to enter your code and register the software. 

 

Figure 9 - The Options and Registration Screens on Smartphone 
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Because the Smartphone has no touch screen, selecting the “Today” and “None” selections of the 

Month Calendar requires the following key presses: 

For “None” – press 2 on your keypad. 

For “Today” – press 5 on your keypad. 

Dial a Phone Number 
(Phone devices only) – Just use the “Action” button on your device when you have a number (integer or 

text) field selected, and Data On The Run will ask if you would like to dial a number.   

Technical Support/Feedback 
For technical support, product suggestions, or to give feedback on the program or this help document, 

please e-mail support@biomobility.com. 

http://www.biomobility.com/purchase.htm
mailto:support@biomobility.com
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